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Last November we had the visit of our good friend Stephen Shunk, from Paradise Birding, 
to go birding the Huascaran National Park. Steve uses to come to Peru at least once per 
year, and this 2022 we wanted to explore the Cordillera Blanca mountain range to see 
if we can run a tour in 2023 in this magnificent birding area of the country. 

 

Huascaran National Park is located inside the Cordillera Blanca mountain range, the 
highest mountain range in the tropics. Several snow-capped peaks here are above 
20,000 feet, and the highest mountain of the park (and of Peru) is the Huascarán, with 
an elevation of 22,204 feet. 

 

This scouting trip took us 11 days of travelling, starting in Lima on November 25th, and 
finishing in the northern city of Trujillo on December 5th. We end up with 184 species, 
most of them high elevation specialists like Green-headed Hillstar, Olivaceous Thornbill, 
Ancash Tapaculo, White-cheeked Cotinga, Rufous-eared Brushfinch, among others. We 
finished the scouting trip with 16 Peruvian endemics and 12 near endemics. Since 
birding tours are long and with a lot of bird activity, we decided to make one blog post 
per day of the tour, so we will have twelve posts to cover the complete trip report. 

You can see the eBird complete bird list here: ebird.org/tripreport/86322 

http://ebird.org/tripreport/86322


Day 1. 25 Nov 2022. Lima to Medio Mundo 

La Punta 

We started early this morning, at La Punta main square. La Punta is a quiet, small 
neighbourhood west of the city of Lima. It is actually a perfect place to start any birding 
trip in Peru. 

While waiting for Steve to show up, we had our first birds of the trip: the typical West 
Peruvian Doves were everywhere, along with singing Scrub Blackbirds and Rufous-
collared Sparrows. We also had at least 100 Blecher's Gulls flying high in the sky. 

As soon as Steve show up we went to the boardwalk near the beach. In a few minutes 
we encountered the regular Belcher's and Kelp Gulls, and probably more than a 
thousand Franklin's gulls. The Franklin's gather in large numbers along the Peruvian 
coast during our summer. We also had great views of flying Inca Terns, Peruvian Boobies 
(probably the most abundant bird of the Peruvian coast), Peruvian Pelicans, Spotted 
Sandpiper and a Whimbrel that landed close to us. 

Then, we move to Poza La Arenilla, a coastal lagoon a few minutes’ walk from La Punta 
main square. In November, La Arenilla is a migrant’s paradise. Here again, the most 
abundant birds were the Franklin's gulls. 

We also could find American and Blackish Oystercatchers, Black-bellied Plover (though 
not in its beautiful breeding plumage), Semipalmated Plover, Ruddy Turnstone, 
Sanderling, Least Sandpiper, Semipalmated Sandpiper, Western Sandpiper, Elegant 
Tern, a Grey-headed Gull, and about a hundred Whimbrels. 

Then, we had a nice breakfast in one of the many really good bakeries of La Punta. Now, 
it was time to leave the city and get into the wilderness. We drove north along the 
Panamerican highway, towards Reserva Lomas de Lachay. This reserve is a birding 
hotspot in Lima, and we couldn't miss it before leaving the Pacific coast. 

Reserva Lomas de Lachay 

After a two hours’ drive we arrived to Lomas de Lachay. This is a National Reserve, 
intended to protect the Lomas ecosystem of Peru. 

The entrance road to the reserve was quite productive, despite the very few vegetation 
along the first part of the road. We spent most of our time birding here. First, we were 
welcome by good sights of the endemic Coastal Miner. 

https://whc.unesco.org/en/tentativelists/6424/


 

Then, a little further, we spotted a few Least Seedsnipes, a family of Peruvian Thick-
knee, and a Burrowing Owl. 

 



 

Further on, in a habitat with more vegetation, we found Black-chested Buzzard-Eagle, 
an immature Aplomado Falcon, a flock of Mountain Parakeets. On the hummingbird 
side, we had Peruvian Sheartail, Oasis Hummingbird, and Purple-collared Woodstar. 

 



But the most impressive sight was a vagrant Eastern Kingbird (though there are some 
other records on eBird). This Kingbird is usually found in Amazonia during this time of 
the year. 

 

It was almost 02:00 PM when we realized it was getting late. So, we drove back to the 
highway to get to our next birding spot. 

Albufera Medio Mundo 

This is a local reserve located in the Huaura province, Lima. Albufera means lagoon, and 
it is an artificial lake created by the remains of the water from the irrigation channels of 
the Huaura valley. 

 



We met our local guide Daniel as soon as we got there. After a typical marine lunch, we 
started to stalk birds along the main trail of the reserve. Around the restaurant we had 
several House Sparrows and Long-tailed Mockingbirds. Nearby, we also found our first 
Peruvian Meadowlark for the trip. The first part of the trail has good habitat for Peruvian 
Pipit, which we chased for a while until we had a decent view. In the same habitat we 
also had Yellow-hooded Blackbird, and Baird's and Least Sandpipers. Then, we entered 
into an area with more dense reeds. Here, we were able to find Black-crowned and 
Yellow-crowned Night-herons, Wren-like Rushbird, several Many-colored Rush Tyrants, 
Grasland Yellow-finch, Greater Yellowlegs, Great, Snowy, and Cattle Egrets, and Cocoi 
Heron. 

 



 

 

The water surface was also very reach in birds. There were lots of Cinnamon Teals, 
Andean Ducks, Common Moorhens, Andean Coots, Wilson's Phalaropes, Neotropical 
Cormorants, among others. However, the most impressive and pleasant sight was the 
group of six Great Grebes swimming on the water. 



 

 

It was almost dark when we started to walk back to the car. It was a magnificent first 
day for the trip. 



 

Today we were still on the Pacific coast, on our way to Cordillera Blanca, which we will 
enter tomorrow. We spent the night at Albufera Medio Mundo lodge, located not far 
from the lagoon. Here, a group of Killdeers sang for us all night long. 

 

Day 2. 26 Nov 2022. Medio Mundo to Huaraz 

Today, we travelled from the Pacific coast to the mountains of the Cordillera Blanca. Our 
destination today is Huaraz, our base city for the next two days of birding, located at an 
elevation of around 10,000 feet. 

Huaraz is the entrance gate to the Huascaran National Park. In Huaraz we stayed at the 
delightful Hotel Andino Club, undoubtedly the best boutique hotel in town (and we 
would like to thank the owner Mario Holstein for his kind support before and during the 
scouting trip). 

Albufera Medio Mundo 

Since yesterday we were birding the lagoon the whole afternoon, we didn't had he 
chance to explore the nearby beach and see the birds of the area. The ponds near the 
shore were brimming with Common Moorhens, Franklin's and Belcher's Gulls, Cattle 
Egrets, a few White-cheeked Pintails, and a lone Yellow-crowned Night-heron. Flying low 
above the sea we could spot large flocks of Neotropical Cormorants, and Peruvian 
Pelicans. Before leaving the lodge we still had the chance to enjoy a Peruvian 
Meadowlark and lots of Long-tailed Mockingbirds in the garden. 

https://www.hotelandino.com/


The road from the Pacific coast to the mountains of Cordillera Blanca 

1. The Fortaleza valley 

The quality of services at Medio Mundo lodge turned out to be quite basic. Essentially, 
cold shower, only three hours of electricity to recharge batteries, and the restaurant was 
closed. 

Obviously, this place is not suited to bring clients, so we decided to check on what was 
our second lodge option in the area. The lodge is called Hotel El Paraiso, located some 
ten minutes’ drive from Nuevo Mundo. Fortunately, the manager was very kind and 
showed us the hotel and their services without prior notice of our arrival. To our good 
luck, it turned out to be much better than our first option. You can check their facilities 
here: elparaisodebarranca.com 

The lodge is just outside the city of Barranca, surrounded by agricultural fields. During 
our way in and out we had some good birds: lots of Croaking Ground-doves, Scrub 
Blackbirds, Vermillion Flycatcher, and other common birds. 

With the lodgment problem solved, we went back on the road, to go from the Pacific 
coast to the mountains of the Cordillera Blanca. We left the Panamerican highway near 
the city of Paramonga, and entered the Fortaleza valley. The habitat along the valley is 
mostly dry, with riparian vegetation and a few agricultural fields. During our short 
breakfast stop we added Amazilia Hummingbird to the trip list. The bird activity was 
quite poor as we gained elevation. At 6,500 feet we entered into a less dry habitat, so 
we decided to stop for some birding. We took a side road before the little town of 
Raquia, looking for Black-necked Woodpecker and Bronze-tailed Comet. Both species 
have been reported here, but despite our effors we couldn't find them. Nevertheless, 
common species in the area were Purple-collared Woodstar, Southern Beardless-
Tyrannulet, Chiguanco Thrush, Golden Grosbeak, and Band-tailed Seedeater. 

2. Inkawaqanqa 

After Raquia, birding became difficult, with many stops mainly because of the 
maintenance workings along the road. No matter how tuff it was to make several non-
birding stops, we stayed positive. At around 1:00 PM we were finally able to find a good 
spot for birding in Inkawaqanqa, a well-known area for high elevation trekking. It was a 
slope with bushes, at an elevation of 12,400 feet. At first, walking was difficult at this 
elevation, but when the bird activity started we felt much better. We spent almost one 
hour here, with great views of Green Headed Hillstar, Black Metaltail, Tyrian Metaltail, 
Stripe-headed Antpitta, Striated Earthcreeper, Bay-crowned Brushfinch, and lots of 
Mourning and Ash-breasted Sierra Finches. 

http://elparaisodebarranca.com/


 

 

3. Conococha lake 

We drove some 15 more minutes to arrive to the small town of Conococha. Here, we 
were at an elevation of 13,450 feet, the highest point for today. Since it was getting late 



for lunch, we decided to stop at one of the many restaurants of the town. All of them 
offered typical food from central Peru. We opted for "Pachamanca" wich is beef, pork, 
potatoes and faba beans, all cooked in a hole digged in the ground, and warmed with 
previously heated stones and covered with dirt until everything is cooked. It was quite 
an experience, but we had too much meat for that elevation !! 

Some 200 meters from the town is Conococha lake. This was our last planned birding 
stop for the day. We were amazed by the large number of birds we found there. But it 
wasn't not just the number of birds, but also the quality of species. We saw at least 100 
Andean Coots, 100 Andean Geese, maybe more than 50 Yellow-billed Teals, and at least 
20 Chilean Flamingos. We moved closer to the lake shore, and with the help of the scope, 
we were able to see more interesting birds in the water: Crested Duck, Yellow-billed 
Pintail, Giant Coot, Andean Gull. 

 

 



It was windy and cold, but it didn't stop us to keep moving. We found a small creek that 
came out from the lake, surrounded by a flat area with grasses and small bushes. This 
habitat looked promising for more high elevation specialists. In fact, we were able to 
find some cool birds there: Cordilleran Canastero, Andean Negrito, Black Siskin, and 
Glacier Finch. 

The end of the drive 

It was around 3:00 PM when we got back in the car, we still had to drive for another two 
hours to get to the hotel in Huaraz. Our drive from the Pacific coast to the mountains of 
the Cordillera Blanca was arriving to its end. We added a lot of new species to the list 
and enjoyed the fantastic scenery of the high Andes, 

Once at the hotel, we had a well deserve hot shower, a very nice dinner, and after a 
couple of good beers we went to rest and get ready for the next days inside the 
Huascaran National Park. 

Tomorrow we will explore the southern part of the park, birding along the road to Chavin 
de Huantar. 

 

Day 3. 27 Nov 2022. Road to Chavin de Huantar 

On our third day of our Birding Huascaran National Park scouting trip we explored the 
road to Chavín. It is an exciting day because it is the first day inside the National Park 
itself, and we expect to see a lot lot of new birds. Also, Huascarán National Park is also 
famous for its magnificent landscapes. Additionally, we plan to spend some time visiting 
the Chavín de Huantar archaeological site, one of the most important historic sites of 
the Peruvian Andes. 

 



After an early but delicious breakfast at the hotel, we took the road south of Huaraz. 
After about half an hour drive we were at a type of habitat that looked good for our still 
missing Bronze-tailed Comet. At first, we only had a few common birds like Rusty 
Flowepiercer and Giant Hummingbird. Then, a smaller hummingbird moved among the 
Eucalyptus and Agave flowers. After several minutes chasing it, we finally managed to 
have good views of the bird. It was the Comet, feeding on the Agaves and posing for us 
to enjoy. With the first target of the day in the pocket, we went back on the road, with 
a great smile on our faces. 

Lake Querococha 

Inside the national park, our first birding stop was at lake Querococha. It is a very popular 
stop on the road to Chavin, mainly because of its beautiful landscapes, and to get some 
snacks and coffee. 

There, we did a short hike to the opposite shore of the lake, away from the tourists. The 
habitat here is grass, with scattered bushes and some Polylepis trees. 

 

The first birds to welcome us were a few Andean Geese, a couple of Crested Ducks and 
Yellow-billed Teals, and a Black-crowned Night-heron. 

Then, when we reached the grasslands on the opposite shore, we had a few unique 
birds. First, we had flashes of a brownish, ovenbird-like passerine, mostly walking on the 
ground, and making short flights from one clump of grass to another. The bird made us 
walk quite a bit, chasing it, trying to get a decent view. But the bird kept hide low, moving 
among the grasses. While walking we had the chance to see other good birds: Black-
crested Tit-tyrant, Black-billed Shrike-tyrant, a Rufous-webbed Bush-tyrant that flew 
above our heads, and a couple of the endemic Striated Earthcreeper. 



 

On our way back to the car we finally could had good views of the mystery ovenbird: it 
was a Buff-breasted Earthcreeper. And on that slope, we could hear at least four of 
them. 

We got back on the road to Chavin after a few minutes delay for snacks and restroom at 
one of the two small cafeterias that are near the lake. 

A few minutes later, we found a good patch of bushes, so we decided to stop and take 
a look at it. This quick stop turned out to be quite rewarding. In a few minutes we had 
several d'Orbigny's Chat-tyrants, along with Brown-bellied Swallows, Tit-like Danis, 
Plumbeous Sierra Finch, and Plain-colored Seedeater. 

The eastern slope 

After having crossed the Kahuish mountain pass (located at 14,700 feet) we entered the 
Rio Marañon basin, on the easter slope of the Cordillera Blanca mountain range. We 
were still at high elevation and the habitat was the same than on the western slope: 
large patches of Polylepis among the grassland. 

We stopped at the most accessible patch of forest by the road. The forest itself wasn't 
very bird productive. But the grasses and bushes around it were fantastic for birding. 
We had a couple of good hummingbirds: Shining Sunbeam and Blue-mantled Thornbill. 
We also had our first Ancash Tapaculo of the trip. Tapaculos are secretive birds, but with 
some effort we managed to have a couple of "not too bad" pictures of this endemic. 



 

Again, the Buff-breasted Earthcreeper was very common in the area, along with Black-
throated Flowerpiercer, Tit-like Dacnis, and Stripe-headed Antpitta. But we also had 
great views of a Streaked tit-spinetail, one of our main targets of the trip. 

 



The town of Chavin de Huantar 

We lost altitude as we approached Chavin de Huantar. The habitat changed into 
agricultural fields surrounded by Eucalyptus trees. At 11,400 feet we encounter a large 
flock of White-collared Swifts. We estimated at least 200 of them flying above us. We 
also had a couple of Andean Swifts in that same area. 

The birding morning past by very quickly. After a well deserve late lunch in town, we 
switched to "cultural mode" for the visit to the archeological site. 

Chavin de Huantar was a place of worship, an important religious center believed to 
have been constructed around 1500 B.C. Although some archaeologists believe it could 
be older, and the cradle of all Andean religions. The site is a complex of terraces, squares 
and underground structures. The most impressive artifacts are the "tenon heads", like 
the one you can see in the picture below; and the "Chavin Lanzón", a massive stone 
sculpture located in an underground tunnel. Unfortunately, taking photos of the Lanzón 
is prohibited ! 

 

If you want to know more about Chavín, please visit 
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/330/ 

The way back to Huaraz 

Chavin de Huantar is the farthest point the road to Chavin de Huantar took is today. We 
did not have many bird species today, but the ones we had were exceptional. We were 
back in lake Querococha at around 05:00 PM, with perfect light for landscape 
photography. 

https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/330/


 

 

 



While driving, we enjoyed the fantastic scenery of the Cordillera Blanca glaciers. It was 
already dark when we arrived to the hotel in Huaraz, but we were more than happy with 
the extraordinary birding and cultural experiences. 

Tomorrow we will explore the road to Punta Olímpica, northeast of the small town of 
Carhuaz. Our highest point tomorrow will be at 11,150 feet. 

 

Day 4. 28 Nov 2022. Road to Punta Olimpica 

Today, we explored the road to Punta Olimpica, that goes northeast from Huaraz and 
through the Huascaran National Park. We did not start early today, because at the 
Huaraz high elevation the early morning can be very cold. As we drove north, we had 
incredible views of the Huascaran peak from the Santa valley. 

 

 



The first part of the road 

We started birding as soon as we left the agricultural valley and found good natural 
habitat. Our first two birds were a couple of endemics: Black Metaltail and Rusty-
crowned Tit-spinetail. At that same spot we also had Andean Flicker, Mountain Caracara, 
Black-crested Tit-tyrant, and a couple of Black-throated and Rusty Flowerpiercers. 

We arrived to the park rangers post at around 10:00 AM. After having signed the visitors 
book we walked a bit down the road, along a small creek. While walking we heard a 
Stripe-headed Antpitta calling, and Peruvian and Ash-breasted Sierra Fiches were almost 
everywhere. 

 

Also, we found Buff-breasted Earthcreeper, Rusty-crowned Tit-spinetail, Black-crested 
Warbler and Cinereous Conebill in that same area. 

Later, we were at about 12,500 feet, and we made another birding stop. The habitat 
here looked like the bottom of an ancient lake: grasses on a flat terrain, and a small river 
flowing along it. The edge of the valley was covered by large boulders, that looked to 
have been washed away by the glacier. The cool birds we found here were a large flock 
of Andean Flickers, and a Striated Earthcreeper flying among the bushes. We tried to get 
some pictures, but the birds didn't allow us to get close enough. 

 



The Punta Olimpica mountain pass 

As the road to Punta Olimpica got to higher habitats we had more chances for different 
birds. At around 15,000 feet we found our first mega bird of the day: the endemic Junín 
Canastero. At this same place we had great views of Puna Ground-tyrant and Plumbeous 
Sierra Finch. 

 
Junin Canastero photographed by Stephen Shunk 

 

A special mention for the magnificent landscapes along the road: 



 

 



 

The highest point of the road is at 15,730 feet. There, the road goes across a tunnel, and 
enters the eastern slope of the mountains. On the eastern side we found another superb 
bird: an Olivaceous Thornbill. This is a hummingbird restricted to high elevations from 
Central Peru to northwest Bolivia. It's a drab colored bird, but from the right angle, you 
can see the shining metallic colors of its throat. 

 



We spent more than half an hour photographing the bird. I got as close as 4 feet away 
from the bird. The hummer was kind of sleepy, closing its eyes from time to time, so I 
was able to photograph that spectacular throat from a very close range. 

It was around 03:00 PM when we decided to get back on the road to get at the hotel in 
Huaraz before dusk. 

There were few bird species today, but those were super special: Junin Canastero, 
Olivaceous Thornbill, and some others. We end up the day happy and tired. After an 
early dinner and a few drinks, we went to bed early. 

Tomorrow we will visit lake Llanganuco, a little piece of paradise not too far from 
Huaraz..... but that's a story I save for tomorrow !!! 

 

Day 5. 29 Nov 2022. Road to lake Llanganuco 

This is our 5th day birding in the Huascaran National Park. We leaved our hotel in Huaraz 
early in the morning and drove north of the Santa valley, to get into the Caraz area. Our 
main goal today was to explore the lower part of the Llanganuco creek, just below the 
Llanganuco lake. This is probably the most popular destination within the Park for 
tourists, the landscapes are magnificent, and the lake itself is just breathtaking. 

 

Again, today we first stopped before entering the Park itself, at the agricultural areas. 
Our main interest was to look for the still elusive Black-winged Ground-dove. We spent 
several minutes scouting the area, but we couldn't find the bird today either. Instead, 



we found some other Andean birds like Peruvian Meadowlark, Hooded Siskin, Black-
chested Buzzard-eagle, and Streak-throated Bush-Tyrant. 

We arrived to the rangers post at around 10:00 am. While checking in to enter the park, 
we did some birding around the ranger's building, with some good birds like Andean 
Swift, Black, Metatail, Black-crested Tit-tyrant. 

Birding the Llanganuco creek 

After entering the park, we were birding along the Llanganuco creek, while driving up to 
the Llanganuco lake. At one of the several stops, we saw a young Caracara falling from 
a nest and getting stuck in a precarious situation on a bromeliad hanging from a very 
steep cliff. 

 

We found other interesting birds in this area, like Jelski's Chat-Tyrant, and Rufous-
chested Tanager. 



 

The bird activity was very poor this morning, so we decided to get to higher elevations. 
Again, the bird activity was still quite poor, but we managed to add a couple of new birds 
to the trip list: Black-crested Warbler and Green-mantled (Blue-and-yellow) Tanager. 
And, we had a glimpse of a Giant Conebill. 

As we gained elevation, we found more interesting birds. This time we had great views 
of the endemics Rusty-crowned Tit-Spinetail and Bay-crowned Brushfinch. 

The Maria Josefa trail 

We arrived to Llanganuco lake just after 01:00 pm. Besides the typical Ancash Tapaculo, 
Striated Earthcreeper, and other high elevation specialists, we were entertained for 
quite a while with at last four Giant Conebills that were feeding just at the starting point 
of the Maria Josefa trail. They were so cooperative that we could take several pictures 
of them. 



 

 

Then, we decided to walk a bit inside the Polylepis forest, along the trail. We couldn't 
find many birds there, but we the walk was so relaxing that we really had a great time. 



We focused our efforts on trying to find Andean Tit-spinetail, but we did not have any 
luck finding it. 

 

It was almost 03:00 pm when we ended our walk on the Maria Josefa trail. The weather 
threatened with a little rain, and we still needed to drive for about two hours to our new 
hotel for tonight. 

It took us about two hours’ drive to get to Caraz. The hotel in Caraz was the Inti Rumi, a 
cozy boutique hotel run by an American lady living in Peru for many years. Everything 
there was perfect: the people, the rooms, the garden, the food, the drinks...... so we 
decided to spend at least two nights there. 

For tomorrow we planned to visit another one of the beautiful lakes of the Huascaran 
National Park: lake Parón. This place is less visited than Llanganuco, but the birding and 
scenery are more spectacular. 

 

 



Day 6. 30 Nov 2022. Lake Parón 

Another sunny morning in this 6th day of the trip. Today, we went birding around lake 
Paron, a beautiful, calm place, with very few visitors. A hidden gem of the Huascaran 
National Park. As usual, we started early in the morning driving up the mountains of the 
Cordillera Blanca. 

Birding the Rio Lullán 

As soon as we entered the park, we were surrounded by a beautiful humid forest. 
Driving up along the Lullán river, we noticed that the forest here was more humid than 
the ones we visited in the previous days. 

 

We found some interesting birds while gaining elevation. First, we had several very 
active Red-crested Cotingas trying to establish their breeding territories. They were 
moving up and down the hill, chasing each other, competing to get the best spot on top 
of the trees. 



 

As we got higher, we had more interesting birds like Black Metaltail, Rusty-crowned Tit-
spinetail, Andean Flicker, and Jelski's Chat-tyrant. 

Lake Paron 

We reached lake Paron at around 11:00 am. The lake is at an elevation of 13,800 feet, 
surrounded by impressive glaciers, as high as 18,400 feet. 



 

  

The lake itself has not birds at all, but the surrounding Polylepis forest was full of bird 
activity. The first birds to welcome us were Stripe-headed Antpitta, Streak-throated 
Canastero, Taczanowski's Ground-Tyrant, and a lot of Tit-like Dacnis. 

There is an old trail that goes along the northern shore of the lake. We expected to have 
great birding here since this trail is not regularly visited by tourists. And we were not 
wrong !! we just walked less than 3 miles (the way round) and had superb views of three 
endemic species: White-cheeked Cotinga, Ancash Tapaculo, and Rufous-eared 
Brushfinch. World class birding and magnificent scenery !!!! 



 

 

  



 

As a bonus, we had more great birds before leaving the lake: a couple of beautiful Thick-
billed Siskins. 

 



 

The way back to Caraz 

We started our drive back to the hotel at around 04:00 pm. Several stops along the Lullán 
river added more species for the day: flocks of Band-tailed Pigeons, Mountain Parakeets 
and Brown-bellied Swallows; also, a Plain-tailed Warbling Finch posed for us for several 
minutes. We also had good views of Yellow-billed Tit-Tyrant and Black-billed Shrike-
Tyrant. 

There was still sunlight when we arrived to the hotel, so we spent some time birding 
around the garden. The common garden birds today were Croaking Ground-dove, Spot-
throated Hummingbird, White-crested Elaenia, Hooded Siskin, Golden Grosbeak, and 
Band-tailed Seedeater, 

After a spectacular dinner at the lodge, we got ready for tomorrow's birding adventure. 
Lake Paron is a great destination for birding and landscape photography, a place anyone 
visiting the Cordillera Blanca can't miss. 

Tomorrow we are going back to lake Llanganuco, but this time to higher elevations, 
beyond the lake, looking for more Polylepis birds. 

Day 7. 1 Dec 2022. Lake Llanganuco 

Lake Llanganuco is not only a good place for birding, but also very good for short hikes 
and landscape and nature photography. Today, we drove straight to the lake and 
stopped at a nearby Polylepis forest for birding. Unlike lake Paron, lake Llanganuco has 



plenty of bird activity. Among the waterfowl we found were Andean Geese, Crested 
Ducks, Andean Ducks, and Andean Gulls. At the Polylepis forest we had the typical 
Cream-winged Cinclodes, Line-cheecked Spinetail, Black-crested Tit-tyrant, but also 
great views of the endemic Canyon Canastero. 

 

 



Further, we stopped a little closer to the lake and added more birds to the list: Yellow-
billed Teal, Andean Teal, Andean Coot, Andean Lapwing, Puna Ibis. Here, the forest gave 
us new birds again: Aplomado Falcon, Ancash Tapaculo, Black-billed Shrike-tyrant, 
Plumbeous Sierra Finch, Plain-colored Seedeater. But the main attraction was a couple 
of Rufous-eared Brushfinches that showed very well. 

 

It was around noon already when we reached the Yuraccorral valley, just above the 
second lake. We did a short hike in this flat area, spending more than one hour enjoying 
the landscape and looking for more birds. Here, we added Black Metaltail, Andean 
Flicker, Striated Earthcreeper, d'Orbigny's Chat-Tyrant, and Bright-rumped Yellow-Finch. 

The mountains above lake Llanganuco 

 



As we drove up the mountains the landscape became more dramatic, with several snow-
capped peaks surrounding us. The first birds to welcome us into these mountains were 
Mountain Caracara, Streak-throated Canastero, and the omnipresent Tit-like Dacnis and 
Ancash Tapaculo. A little further we had Variable Hawk, Stripe-headed Antpitta, and 
more Rufous-eared Brushfinches. We tried to reach the mountain pass at 15,400 feet, 
but the road conditions were too bad for our small car. 

 

 



 

It was around 3:00 PM when we turned around and drove back to the valley and then on 

to the hotel. On our way down, we still had good "giant" birds like Giant Hummingbird 

and Giant Conebill. 

 



Tomorrow we are leaving the Cordillera Blanca to explore lower elevation habitats. We 
are going north of Caraz to get into the Marañon river basin. The drier habitats should 
bring different species for the trip. 

 

Day 8. 2 Dec 2022. Cañon del Pato and the road to La Pampa 

Today we had another bright sunny day, which is particularly rare for December. Today 
we drove north, towards the Cañon del Pato area. This area is at much lower elevations 
than the places we were before. The lowest elevation for today was 3,280 feet, and the 
highest at 7,450 feet in Caraz. 

We leave the hotel in Caraz after breakfast, driving north along the Santa river towards 
Cañon del Pato. After some 30 minutes of driving, we found an interesting area with dry 
vegetation, dominated by Peruvian Pepper Tree (Schinus molle) and cacti. The first 
sounds that called our attention here were the callings of at least two Black-necked 
Woodpeckers. The place looked promising, so we jumped out of the car and walked 
inside the forest, looking for those woodpeckers. These birds turn out to be quite 
difficult to find, they were moving among the trees, but without showing themselves. 
We spent about 30 minutes in the area, finding cool birds like a flock of Andean Swifts, 
a pretty Purple-collared Woodstar, Peruvian Pygmy-Owl, Southern-beardless 
Tyrannulet, a lot of Fulvous-faced Scrub-Tyrants, and finally, after a lot of hard work, 
Carlos found the Black-necked Woodpecker perched on a tree not far from the road. 

 



 

The Cañon del Pato 

Further north, the Santa valley becomes narrower and drier. The river has carved a deep, 
narrow canyon along 12.5 Km, called Cañon del Pato. The very steep slopes had forced 
the road to pass through 35 tunnels carved in the rock. An incredible work of engineering 
considering the road was built in the early 1940's. The roughness of the terrain makes it 
quite poor in biodiversity, with just some grasses and a few bromeliads hanging from 
the cliffs. During the 12.5 Km we only found one Black Phoebe, one Tropical Kingbird, 
and a few House Wrens. 



 

After having passed the narrowest part of the canyon we entered the Huallanca valley. 
This valley is still very dry and warm, with very few vegetation. Nevertheless, on the few 
trees around the town of Huallanca we were able to find a nice flock of Cordilleran 
(Scarlet-fronted) Parakeets and a few vocalizing Scrub Blackbirds. 

It is worth to mention that here is located one of Peru's biggest hydroelectric plants, 
providing energy to most of the northern part of the country. 

Yungay Pampa 

 

We kept driving north for a few kilometers. The habitat was still very dry, with steep 
slopes. Then, we entered the Yungay Pampa valley, and agricultural valley dominated by 



mango plantations. We found a gorge with native vegetation among the mango crops in 
the southern extreme of the valley. First, we started birding near the road, adding new 
birds to the trip list: Drab Seedeater, Blue-black Grassquit, Pacific Parrotlet. A little 
further, we found a flock of Lesser Goldfinches and a few Fasciated Wrens. On our way 
back to the car we found more interesting birds: Bare-faced Ground Dove, Black-necked 
Woodpecker, Pied-crested Tit-Tyrant, and Collared Warbling Finch. The complete list for 
this gorge has 22 species. 

 

The road to La Pampa 

From Yungay Pampa, the road keeps going north until Puente Huarochiri, at an elevation 
of 3,360 feet. We still had a hard time finding birds in the extremely hot and desertic 
habitat. A sideroad to the east look promising, the map showed a greener area near the 
town of La Pampa, some 25 Km from the Huarochiri bridge. 

During the drive we couldn't spot any bird, in fact, the only life form we saw were a few 
grasses by the road and some Opuntia sp. on the flat areas. Besides that, it was only 
rocks and sand. 

 

https://ebird.org/checklist/S123357134
https://ebird.org/checklist/S123357134


Once in La Pampa things did not get any better. We couldn't find any access to natural 
habitat areas, there were just agricultural fields everywhere. Despite the situation, we 
managed to find some birds: several Andean Swifts and House Sparrows, a few Black 
and Turkey Vultures, and some Croaking Ground-doves. 

We decided to return to Caraz after having lunch in La Pampa. It was still early, but we 
were tired by the long drive and the high temperatures. 

Although the scenery was spectacular, the birding was quite poor, the drives too long, 
and the road in very bad conditions. Definitively, the Cañon del Pato won't be included 
in future trips to Cordillera Blanca. 

We still have an extra day scheduled for Cordillera Blanca, and, as we drove back to 
Caraz, we decided to return to lake Paron the next day. All of us liked Paron for several 
reasons. The lake has certain magic: the hike, the mountains, the birds, the local people. 

Day 9. 3 Dec 2022. Paron lake… again 

Yes, Paron lake was great...... and we decided to spend another day birding in the area 
before leaving the Cordillera Blanca. We still needed to find the Black-winged Ground-
doves, so our first stop was at the agricultural fields before entering the National Park. 
We found several Eared and Bared-faced Ground-doves, but any Black-winged. They're 
supposed to be common, but we couldn't find any !!! Instead, we found a lot of common 
birds like Plain-colored Seedeaters, a few Golden Grosbeaks, Hooded Siskins, and a 
Green-tailed Trainbearer. 

Once we entered a more humid habitat the birds became more interesting. In the forest 
we found Black and Tyrian Metaltails, and flock of Mountain Parakeets. Also, the Tit-
Spinetails also came into the scene with Rusty-crowned and Line-cheeked Tit-spinetails 
showing very well. We even found a Streak-throated Bush-Tyrant on top of the bushes. 

 



 

The vegetation along the Llullán river is quite interesting, more humid than other close 
places. As we gained elevation, the bird activity became more fascinating. First, we had 
several common birds like Band-tailed Pigeon, Red-crested Cotinga, and Black-crested 
Warbler. But we also had some special ones: Ancash Tapaculo, Rufous-chested Tanager, 
and Plain-tailed Warbling Finch. 

We were just below Paron lake at around 10:00 AM. The habitat was still humid, despite 
the 13,150 feet of elevation. Here, we left the road and got into the forest for a short 
walk. We were surrounded by a vegetation dominated by Lupine bushes. During the 
walk we added more birds to the day's list: Variable Hawk, Stripe-headed Antpitta, 
Rufous-eared Brushfinch, among others. 



 

 At the Paron lake 

We reached the lake shortly after noon. Today we walked along a short trail on the 
southern shore. We didn't add more birds to the list, but we had the chance to take 
pictures of the Rufous-eared Brushfinch. 

 



It was a tranquilo day, enjoying the whole experience, not just the birds. The weather 
was perfect, giving us a beautiful view of the surrounding landscape. 

 

We drove back to Caraz early, wanting to take a rest after more than a week birding 
intensively. So far, the objectives of this scouting trip were being accomplished, the final 
and definitive itinerary was almost ready. 

Tomorrow, we will leave the Cordillera Blanca behind and get back to the Pacific coast. 
We still can add more birds to the trip's list, so the drive is going to be interesting. 

 

Day 10. 4 Dec 2022. San Luis and the road to the Pacific coast 

This is the penultimate day of the Cordillera Blanca scouting trip. Today, we are leaving 
the Cordillera Blanca and taking the road back to the Pacific coast. The type of habitats 
will be very variated, with several new birds for the trip. 

San Luis 

We left Caraz very early, just after having breakfast. Our first birding stop for the day 
was some 15 minutes' drive from the hotel, near the town of San Luis. This is the only 
known spot for the endemic sub-species of Creamy-breasted Canastero. We found the 
right habitat just by the small town of Rinconada, before getting to San Luis. It is a small 
hill with dry vegetation, dominated by cactae. We walked up and down in the area for 
about one hour, but couldn't find any Canastero. Nevertheless, we found other 
interesting birds like Burrowing Owl, Oasis Hummingbird, Short-tailed Field Tyrant, 
Collared Warbling Finch. We were also rewarded by several blooming individuals of the 
endemic and endangered cactus Loxanthocereus sulcifer, which seems to be restricted 
to three small places in the country. 



 

Despite the elevation (7,800 feet), the weather was warm and dry, and we had 
magnificent views of the Cordillera Blanca mountains. From the arid valley, the views of 
the white peaks of the Cordillera Blanca were almost surreal. 

 



 

We were about to give up with the Canastero, when Carlos decided to drive a little 
further. So, after some 100 meters, we got into a different habitat, with dry scrub but 
no cacti. To our surprise, as soon as we jumped out of the car we heard the characteristic 
call of this Canastero !! 

First, it was moving in the bushes, giving us great but quick views. Then, it jumped down 
onto the ground and we lost the bird. When we were about to leave we found it again, 
still hidden in the dense vegetation. You can see Steve's pictures of this bird here: 
https://ebird.org/checklist/S123430475 

Formaly, the Creamy-breasted Canastero is a widespread species, found in Peru, Bolivia, 
Chile, and Argentina. Nevertheless, the San Luis sub-species is quite different from the 
others, showing rufous outer rectrices and rump. Also, the song seems to be a bit 
different. Actually, all sub-species could be different species, and no canasteros at all, 
but rather Thornbirds !! 

Winchus to Pampa Romas 

It was about 11:00 AM when we left the Santa valley and took the road to the Pacific 
coast. First, we went up the mountains on the western side of the valley. As we gained 
elevation, we made a couple of stops at what looked as the right habitat for Rufous-
backed Inca-finch. In fact, we found it a couple of times, that was a nice and new bird 
for the list !! 

https://ebird.org/checklist/S123430475


 

We reached the mountain pass of Winchus at noon. We walked for more than one hour 
in the area, enjoying the Puya Raimondi and the views of the Cordillera Blanca on the 
other side of the valley. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Puya_raimondii


 

Before leaving the mountain pass we added another bird species to the list: three 
individuals of Slender-billed Miner. As we drove, we had a large flock of Bright-rumped 
Yellow-Finches. 

Once on the Pacific slope, we stopped at a few patches of good habitat, just above the 
town of Pampa Romas. First, we found another endemic: Russet-bellied Spinetail. Then, 
we had great views of Pied-crested Tit-Tyrant and Bay-crowned Brushfinch. 

Pampa Romas to Nuevo Chimbote 

At lower elevations the habitat is still quite dry, but paying attention to the habitat we 
were able to find a Great Inca-finch and a Golden-olive Woodpecker. Later, we knew we 
were approaching the coast when we started to hear the song of the Pale-legged 
Horneros. Also, the Long-tailed Mockingbirds started to show up. 

At about 03:00 PM we found an artificial pond near the town of Motocachy, at an 
elevation of 1,380 feet. The place looked interesting on Google Maps, so we decided to 
make a short stop. It turn out to be an interesting place indeed. Near the pond we found 
several Peruvian Thick-knees, Also, at the lake itself we had a couple of unexpected 
Comb Ducks, along with Great Grebe, Greater Yellowlegs, and several Yellow-billed 
Teals. 

It was getting late, so after birding at the pond we headed straight to the city of Nuevo 
Chimbote as we wanted to get there before dark. Finding the hotel wasn't easy at first, 
several streets were closed due to maintenance works, but once we understood how it 
works we got to the hotel quite quickly. Nuevo Chimbote is a modern, quite city. We 
enjoyed dinner at one of the many restaurants in the city center and we were quite 
pleased with the service. 



Tomorrow is the last day of the scouting trip. We will be driving from Nuevo Chimbote 
to the city of Trujillo to take the flight back to Lima. There are still a few more birds to 
add to the list !!! so you can't miss the last chapter of this birding adventure. 

 

Day 11. 5 Dec 2022. Birding around Nuevo Chimbote 

This is the last day of the scouting trip to Cordillera Blanca and the Huascarán National 
Park. First, we will be birding around Nuevo Chimbote, on the Pacific coast. Then we will 
drive north to the city of Trujillo to take our flights back home. 

We decided not to start birding too early today, as we took our time enjoying breakfast 
at the hotel. Afterall, we just had to explore the beach near the city. 

Playa El Paraiso 

After packing, we left the hotel at around 08:00 AM. On our way to Playa El Paraiso we 
passed by the Las Gaviotas wetland, just outside Nuevo Chimbote. We were surprised 
by the huge amount of birds we found there. Chilean Flamingos, Cinnamon Teals and 
Common Moorhens were the most abundant. There, we also found Black-necked Stilt, 
Little Blue Heron, Barn Swallow, and Peruvian Meadowlark. 

 

Once we arrived to the beach, the birding become intense. We spent about three hours 
in the area. First, we explored the rocky area near the sandy beach. Here, we found 
several American Oystercatchers and Whimbrels. In the area we also found hundreds of 
Peruvian Boobies and Neotropic Cormorants. Then, we got a little further into the rocky 
area, looking for the endemic Surf Cinclodes. We found it quite soon, but Steve missed 
it, so we got deeper into the rocky beach. As we walked we saw the Cinclodes again, 



along with a lot of other interesting birds. The complete list for this area is here 
https://ebird.org/checklist/S123497519. 

But the most interesting bird we found was a Peruvian Martin. This is a scarce, poorly 
known bird of the Pacific coast. It is a sand-colored bird, with dark wings. We couldn't 
identified it at first, but when we realized it was a Martin, well... Peruvian it is !!! 

 

First, we saw the bird was perched on a rock, making some flyes around the area, 
probably catching insects. Then it got into a hole between the sand and the rocks. It 
stayed in the hole for several minutes before fly catching again. We presume the bird 
was nesting. You can see the habitat in this video: 
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=pfbid02crneeQDMya2jPk9waYbn1souy
dQB1U3Twa6jvBzRurDWbFZa1tm7zPoXgYP71WWdl&id=1045048079&mibextid=Nif5o
z 

The road to Trujillo 

We left Nuevo Chimbote at around noon, planning to get to Trujillo in 2 hours and have 
lunch there. Before getting to Trujillo we stopped near the town of Cao to look for a 
place called Puquio Santa Rosa. We found a reference to this place on eBird, but despite 
our efforts we couldn't find it. Google Maps took us to the right place, but we only found 
agricultural fields. It was supposed to be a patch of Mesquite forest, but it seems it is 
gone forever now. Nevertheless, we added a couple of birds to the trip list: Groove-
billed Ani and Chestnut-throated Seedeater. 

We arrived to Trujillo at around 03:00 PM. Along the road we mostly had agricultural 
fields and desert, with any new birds to add to the list. We went straight to the town of 
Huanchaco, for a Ceviche and drinks. Also, the airport is very close to Huanchaco, which 
is very convenient. 

https://ebird.org/checklist/S123497519
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=pfbid02crneeQDMya2jPk9waYbn1souydQB1U3Twa6jvBzRurDWbFZa1tm7zPoXgYP71WWdl&id=1045048079&mibextid=Nif5oz
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=pfbid02crneeQDMya2jPk9waYbn1souydQB1U3Twa6jvBzRurDWbFZa1tm7zPoXgYP71WWdl&id=1045048079&mibextid=Nif5oz
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=pfbid02crneeQDMya2jPk9waYbn1souydQB1U3Twa6jvBzRurDWbFZa1tm7zPoXgYP71WWdl&id=1045048079&mibextid=Nif5oz


Conclusions 

It's been eleven days of intense birding, and hotels and restaurants inspections. The 
Cordillera Blanca has two things that any other place in the world can offer: unique birds 
and magnificent landscapes all together. The hotel's services are more than excellent, 
without being luxurious. restaurants are also very good and, when in the field, we can 
take a packed lunch or we can even cook. 

After selecting the best places to bird and to stay, we ended up with an 11-day itinerary, 
starting in Lima and ending in Trujillo. We will soon publish the itinerary, with dates and 
pricing. The tour will be run in partnership with Paradise Birding. If you are interested in 
taking this tour, please contact Steve Shunk for more information. 

 

You can see the complete bird list for the trip at https://ebird.org/tripreport/86322 
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